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Rebels Move Back Into N icaragus

Of NSC Contact With Contras

Whlte HOUS@ Defends Legallty i “I'm qoinﬁ' to ask for very cioge
scrutiny by the mte ence commit-
| lee an% i ;Ere i8 ang evidence, [

wiil ask for ings,” Brown said,

By Joanne Omang
Washington Post Staff Writer

became a focal point in
between the administra

Sandinista government of
forceful advocate for a ha
ceived spread of Soviet i

The New York Times

dinate the

The White House yesterda

€e vears,

The officer has traveled frequently imthe region and
the last year for communication
tion and the counterrevolution-
aries, known as. contras, who are battling the leftist
Nicaragua. He is considered 2
rder U.S. stance against a per-
nfluence in the region,

re%rted yesterday that the of-

ficer had £xercised “tactical influence™ on contra mil-
rations, directed prospective financial donors

S otherwise helped organize and

a
ope

ir effort
h
n

e Times said that he assumed more such duties
when_the Central lnteﬂxgenqe ngncz withdrew last

year in accordance with e islation
ssed then and that he was virty-

ally running the contra rogram,
At the request of White House
spokesman Larry Speakes, The
Times and The Washington Post
have withheld the officer’s name.
Speakes said last night that the of-
ficer and administration officials

i were concerned about his safety,
! _Rep. George E. Brown Jr. (D-
il.), a member o ermanen

Select Commnftee on lnfelhgence.
said In an interview that Re is con.

cerned that the er's activities
may have violat

tion banning

new legisia-

the NSC is attempting
vent the law,” Brown sald

“The intent of Congress was
clear that all direct involvement
with the contras was to be cut

.. all intell}

. ence-related matters
0 throy e ) uestion is
whe it'’s ¢ an mtelli-
w“

gence activity,
S

y defended the legality of
road contacts between a member of the National Se-
urity Council staff and rebel
government, and President
closely with Congress to ma
spected.

s fighting the Nicaraguan
Reagan promised to work
ke sure that the law is re-

nd former government and rebel

a key role in formation and implementa- ,

ficials conf med_that a Marine officer on the NX
f [’5 policy En Central Am he T

erica over the last

Reagan was questioned aboyt
NSC activity as he signed into law
the foreign aid authorization bill for
two fiscal years, which provides
$27 million in “nonlethal” aid to the
contras,

“We're not violating any laws,”
Reagan said, I 2 statement |ater,
the president said he would “con-
tinue to work with Congress to car-
Iy out the program as effectively as
possible and take care that the law
be faithfully executed.” '

Administration officials did not
deny reports about the substance of
the officer’s activities but bridled at
the suggestion that he runs the con-.
tras. One called the charges “a
witch hunt” and asserted, “The op-

- eration is not being run out of the

NSC

Speakes said, “Contacts have
been made from time to time [with
the contras] for the purpose of re-
ceiving information.” He added, “No
member of the NSC staff has at any
time acted in violation of either the
spirit or the letter” of the law.

The officer declined to be inter-
viewed,

Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee Chairman Richard G. Lugar
(R-Ind.) said the NSC was “carrying
out the president’s policy .... 1
knew essentially what the admin-
istration was doing, and 1 approved

[of] it.”

Edgar Chamorro, a former direc-
tor oi liliie largest rebel force, the
Nicara bemocratxc Force
(FDN), sai% n an interview that the
otricer went to eadquarters
in Honduras in , just be-
fore Eonggess vote'ya to ené direct
U.S. aid to the rebels, to reassure

them of continu

“They were very sensitive to us
saying we knew tﬁey would aban-

don us sooner or ater, morro

said. “When the CIA withdrew, he
was the person that was left over as

eagan admin-

the main overseer, Tike a transi on

.. - We were told it was very im.
portant that he was there to tell us
we would not be abandoned.”

Chamorro said the officer and a
CIA agent had assured the rebels
that ”iﬁe lanning of the operations
would continue very close to the
g

—————

Boséo Matamoros, FDN’s
spokesman here, said the group had
contacted the officer with details of
its March 3 unity proclamation in
San Jose, Costa Rica, and had fre-
quently talked with him and other
administration officials about var-
ious subjects.

“It's ridiculous to say anyone in
Washington conducts our military
operations,” Mitamoros said. “Oyr
tactics are decided by our field com-

manders.? | :
Senate. Select; Intelligenca C
Hipe hawmen; David F. D

begger' (R-Mina sk s4id. be wag un-
aware of anysemias

om-

“activity by
e officer. in. 7 .
He said the officer had apparently

moved from providing facts and im-
plementing policy fto “Jetting his
feelings influence where he’s going
to put his time and effort in produc-
tion of facts and ‘implementation of
policy.” e e

The officer ‘ahd 3- fellow NSC
staff member had briefed commit-
tee members on N icaragua, and the
officer backed up national security
affairs adviser Robert C, McFarlane
in lobbying on Capital Hil] to push a
contra aid bill through the Senate
last spring, Durenberger said. He
called the officer “McFarlane’s
boy.” '

Retired Army major general John
K. Singlaub, who coordinates a
large number of private efforts to
aid the contras, toid Associated
Press in June 1984 that the officer
had advised him on fund-raising for
the rebels,

Singlaub said he now tells the
officer, “ “This is what I'm going to
do. If it's a dumb idea, send me a
signal,” ” and added that e had nev-
er réceived such a sigsf_n” .
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